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1st lesson this month on the topic:  God is Still in Control
Our 4 lessons this month are from 1 Samuel (chapters 1-12) where we will examine episodes of disobedience and crises in Israel’s history.  

· Despite Israel’s rebellion, God was still in control. 
· We rely on and trust in many things.

· Things and circumstances change.

· People let us down.

· But we can be sure that God is still in control.

· Because He is still in control, we can have confidence in Him when we are in the midst of crises.
What this lesson is about: Eli’s sons, who were wicked priests, provoked God.  God demonstrated He is still in control by replacing them with a faithful prophet.
How this lesson can impact your life: Serve God faithfully in spite of what others are doing around you.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “A Sacred Trust Violated”; God deserves that His people serve Him faithfully, respectfully, and reverently.
2. “The Lord Does What He Thinks Is Good”; Violating a sacred trust displeases God and brings His judgment upon us.  God does not deal with all sins in the same way.  But we can be assured that God will act and His ways are always good.
3. “God Still Speaks His Word”; If we fail to serve Him, God will find faithful servants to carry out His will.  People may let us down, but God is still in control.  Our confidence remains in Him, and we must listen for His Word.
Take a moment to think of leaders you have seen or read about in the news media that have failed;

· Bernie Madoff-Bill Clinton-Richard Nixon-Jimmy Swaggard-Jim Baker
· Don’t criticize or judge any of them, but think about how other people were affected by their failures.

When religious leaders fail we are;

· Shocked and hurt.

· The personal or moral failures grieve the church.

· These types of failures can cause us to lose trust in our church leadership and structures.

· Sometimes we are tempted to lose trust in God as well.

· We can be sure that God is still in control.

· We can have confidence in Him in the midst of all crises.

God-given responsibilities require trustworthiness;

· Whether our assignment is to be a pastor, grandparent, community leader, or spouse, He expects us to serve Him faithfully no matter what others may do.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (A Sacred Trust Violated) 1 Samuel 2: 22-25.  Listen to the question Eli asked his sons as these verses are read.

The 1st chapter of Samuel begins by introducing us to two different families;
· The sons in one violated the sacred trust given to them as priests (Hophni and Phinehas).

· The son of the other grew in stature and in favor with the Lord and men (Samuel).

The father of Hophni and Phinehas was Eli;

· Eli was a priest and a judge.

· Both sons served as priests at Shiloh.

· Both sons violated the sacred trust given to them by the Lord.

Eli heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel v22;

· Both sons were wicked men (v12-17 not in our text).

· They had no regard for the Lord.

· Both used their office for personal gain.

· Both treated the Lord’s offering with contempt.

· Both also were sleeping with the women who served at the entrance to the tabernacle v22.
Eli tried to confront his sons and reason with them;

· They would not listen to their father v25.

· Since both had committed capital offenses (Lev. 7:25; 22:9) they could only expect the death penalty to be brought against them.

Does a loving God really will or want to put people to death v25?  Consider the situation in the tabernacle;

· A person made an offering in order to have his sins forgiven.

· Eli’s sons stole the offering and made a sham of the person’s repentant attitude.

· God, in His love for Israel, could not permit this situation to continue.

· He allowed Eli’s sons to die as a result of their own boastful presumption.

· They took the ark into battle, thinking it would protect them.

· But God withdrew His protection, and the wicked sons were killed (4:10-11).

Those who manipulate the sacred to enrich themselves or to foster their own satisfaction incur God’s holy wrath;

· Eli’s sons are examples of failed leaders.

· They both were wicked men with no regard for the Lord.

· Both committed terrible crimes.

· Eli also failed as a leader.  He failed as a priest and father and failed to confront sin and hold his sons accountable.

· Leaders are to “detest evil” and “cling to what is good” (12:9).

All of us will fail at some point in our lives;

· The good news is that God is willing to forgive us when we are sincere and repentant (1John 1:9).

· What we do for God and how we do it matters.

· We are to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord by serving Him faithfully, respectfully, and reverently.
· If we fail in the sacred trust God has given to us;
· He will find faithful servants to carry out His will.
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (The Lord Does What He Thinks Is Good) 1 Samuel 3:11-18.  Listen to the vision Samuel received from the Lord as these verses are read.

In the verses prior to these verses, we are reminded of the familiar story of Samuel hearing the voice of God and running to Eli repeatedly;

· Samuel thought that Eli was calling him.
· He finally realized that God was speaking to him.
· God told Samuel to listen to what He was saying to him.
In the case of Eli’s sons, the Lord twice revealed to Eli what He was going to do about their sin;

· The first time God sent an unnamed prophet to speak His judgment (2:27-36).

· God condemned both sons for rejecting their sacred trust and despising the sacrifices and offerings brought by the people of Israel to Shiloh.

· The Lord also condemned Eli for honoring his sons more than God.

· The Lord proclaimed that He would cut short Eli’s house.

· Both sons would die the same day.

· Future generations of Eli’s family would be stripped of their priestly office.

· The second time God spoke to Samuel in a vision.
· God told Samuel that He was going to do something in Israel that would make everyone who heard about it shudder (tingle KJV) v11.

· On that day God’s judgment would be carried out completely from beginning to end v12.

· Just as He had said, God would judge Eli’s family (house KJV) forever v13.

God’s punishment was not unjust;

· Eli knew about his son’s iniquity (vile KJV) v13.

· But he had not stopped them (restrained them not KJV) v13.

· God held Eli accountable for failing to exercise his sacred office

· Especially within his own family.

Samuel was afraid to tell Eli what God had said v15;

· Eli did not let Samuel off the hook.

· He asked him not to hide what God had said v17

· Samuel told him everything v18.

· Eli took full responsibility for his actions.

· He confessed that the Lord would do what He thinks is good v18.

We should take Eli’s example as a warning;

· When we make a habit of sinning;

· We have no right to arrogantly expect God in His grace to turn a blind eye.

· Instead, let’s acknowledge our sin and offer to God “the sacrifice pleasing to God”…a broken spirit (Psalm 51:17).

· God will not despise a broken and humbled heart.

· A submitted spirit will not continue to live in sin.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (God Still Speaks His Word) 1 Samuel 3:19-21.  Listen to how Samuel grew in the Lord as these verses are read.
God demonstrated that He “was still in control” by confirming Samuel as His prophet;

· As Samuel grew-the Lord was with him v19.
· God also let nothing he said prove false (let none of his words fall to the ground KJV).
· God saw to it that all of Samuel’s words were reliable.
Samuel did not use his call for fame or personal gain;

· He did not try to twist God’s commands to suit himself or his friends.
· He listened and spoke as God spoke to him.
· He had the courage to be faithful to the message of God no matter what.
· Because he did, God blessed his ministry and confirmed his prophecies.
Since Samuel was faithful to listen to the Lord;

· His reputation as a prophet spread throughout the land.
· From Dan to Beersheba.
· The Lord continued to reveal Himself…by His Word to Samuel v21.
· No longer was a word from God rare and uncommon.
When today’s leaders fail;

· God will raise up new servants to speak His Word.
· If we listen, we can still hear the voice of a faithful and trustworthy servant even in the midst of a confusing church world.
Dreams of Perfection
Most people have dreams of what life would be like if some part of it were “perfect” (whatever that means).  For Gordon and Mary Aughinbaugh, the dream was a house with a spectacular ocean view in a very upscale community southwest of Los Angeles.  It was to be a “perfect” $1.5 million, French-style manor that would “stand 900 years” (so the owners envisioned it).

But fifteen years after construction began, the house was still unfinished and the dream had turned into a nightmare.  The couple became involved in lawsuits with three different contractors.  The local homeowners’ association sued to have the house torn down because it had been an eyesore for more than a decade.  In fact, Mr. Aughinbaugh died before the house was finished, and it was sold to someone else, who completed the project.

Like many others since who have seen what their neighbors possessed and have dreamed of possessing it as their own, the Israelites saw that the nations about them had kings.  They assumed that a king would be the “perfect touch” that would complete their struggle toward nationhood.  And so, turning aside from the God who had been their flawless leader, they determined to be led by men who were flawed in sometimes serious ways (like Eli’s sons).

Any “perfection” we seek in this world-without God and His help-is sure to disappoint us.

Prayer:

Forgive us, Father, when we have turned aside from Your commands to follow our own ways.

Forgive us when we have ignored Your leading to follow human leaders.

As we need Your Word, may our minds be keen to see Your will.

May our hearts be strong to cherish it; may our bodies be quick to obey it.
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