June 27, 2010                      When I Make a Poor Choices                                         #162                                                                                                                            
4th lesson this month on the topic:  God is Still in Control
1st Week: “When Leaders Fail”; God is still in control.  He will find faithful servants to carry out His will.
2nd Week:  “When Religion Fails”; Look beyond the symbols of religious faith to discover a new appreciation of the holiness of God.  Renew a right commitment of the living God.

3rd Week:  “When External Threats Come”; Practice principles that will put you in a proper relationship with God even in the midst of external threats.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the Isrealites’ demand for a king and the consequences of their decision.  In the end, God gave them a king, but He still maintained control.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be assured of God’s continuing faithfulness among His followers, even among those who have made poor choices.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Give Me What I Want”; Regardless of our past poor choices, God still loves us and desires to maintain a covenant relationship with us.  We should not settle for anything less than God’s will.  What we want may not be what God desires for us.
2. “Consequences of My Choices”; Even when we sin, we can still repent and return to God for He does not abandon us.  Even though God forgives us, we may still face the consequences of our sin.
3. “Conclusion:  God Is in Control”; God can still work for His purposes through our choices.  Believers should fear God, worship Him, and obey Him.  Disobedience and rebellion against God bring dire consequences.
Our lesson today is about making poor choices.  Listen to this story about a man making a poor choice;

· Back in 1982 a man tied 45 helium filled balloons to his lawn chair.

· He planned to fly 300 miles in his chair.

· He took supplies with him, including a parachute, a CB radio, and a BB gun to shoot the balloons when he was ready to land his chair.
· His flight didn’t go as planned.

· When he removed the ropes holding his chair to the ground he lifted off the ground at the rate of 1,000 feet per minute.

· Airline pilots radioed they were passing a guy in a lawn chair at 16,000 feet.

· He had flown his chair into the approach air space of a local airport.

· He rose to over 3 miles in the air, and his hand became numb.

· He shot out a few balloons with his BB gun to start his landing.

· He missed his intended landing zone, landing in some power lines.

· A small area of the city experienced a power outage when he hit the lines.

· Fortunately he did not get hurt when he landed.

It is easy for us to laugh at this man’s dream of flying in his lawn chair;

· But we also make poor choices and we sometimes do crazy things.

· When we do we also shoot up to some dizzying height and we lose control and crash.

· Fortunately God is there to pick us up.

· Despite our mistakes, and even our sins, God still works among us and through us.

Israel made a poor choice in demanding a king in our lesson today;

· They had to live with that decision.

· God gave them a king, but He remained in control.

Notice the title to our lesson today is “when” not “if” we will make poor choices.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Give Me What I Want) 1Samuel 8:6-9.

Listen to why Samuel considered their demand sinful as these verses are read.

Israel wanted a king for several reasons;
· Samuel’s sons were not fit to lead Israel (8:3)
· The 12 tribes of Israel continually had problems working together because each tribe had its own leader and territory.

· It was hoped that a king would unite the tribes into one nation and one army.

· The people wanted to be like the neighboring nations.

· This is exactly what God didn’t want.

· Having a king would make it easy to forget that God was their real leader.

It was not wrong for Israel to want a king;

· God had mentioned the possibility in Deuteronomy 17: 14-20.

·  14 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, "Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us," 15 be sure to appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your own brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite. 16 The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way again." 17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. 

·  18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 20 and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.
· Yet in reality the people were rejecting God as their leader.
· The Israelites wanted laws, and army, and a human monarch in the place of God.
· They wanted to run the nation through human strength even though only God’s strength could make them flourish in the hostile land of Canaan.
The people insisted for a king; 

· They thought a new system of government would bring about a change for their nation.

· But because their basic problem was disobedience to God;

· Their other problems would only continue under the new administration.

· What they needed was a unified faith, not a uniform rule over them.

Had the Israelites submitted to God’s leadership;

· They would have thrived beyond their expectations (Deuteronomy 28:1)
 1 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth.
· Our obedience is weak if we ask God to lead our family or personal life but continue to live by the world’s standards and values.
· Faith in God must touch all the practical areas of life.
In our lesson text Samuel considered their demand sinful v6;

· But he wisely took their request to the Lord.
· The tendency today is to answer immediately, to “shoot from the hip.”
· Fortunately Samuel knew that wisdom comes for God.
· When we face a problem, God wants us to take it to Him in prayer first.
God’s response to Samuel’s prayer was direct and to the point;

· God told Samuel to listen carefully to the voice of the people
· God assured Samuel that Israel had not rejected him as judge, but they had rejected God as their king v7.
· God directed that Samuel must solemnly warn them v9.
· Samuel was to testify as a witness to the consequences of their rejection.
· The rejection of God and His covenant held serious consequences.
· God wanted Israel to know the rights of the king who will rule over them v9
· The elders refused to trust God to fix the problem
· They demanded that Samuel give them a king to “judge” them.
· This was a poor choice indeed.
· We should be careful what we pray for.
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Consequences of My Choices) 1Samuel 12: 13-19.  Listen to whether God sent what Samuel prayed for as these verses are read.

When we make good choices;
· We usually rejoice because of their beneficial results.

· But the consequences of poor choices are often frustrating and painful.

· The good news is that when we turn to God, repent, and acknowledge our wrong;

· He forgives us.

· God is still able to work through our choices, good or bad, for His purposes.

· The people of Israel needed to learn that their rejection of God and demand for a king would bring consequences.

Samuel admonished the people because;

· They had rejected the Lord as king and asked for a human one.

· Having a human king did not remove from them the obligation of worshiping and following the Lord.

Samuel stood up to speak;
· He defended the integrity of his ministry (v1-6 not in our lesson text).

· He challenged the people to remember how God provided for them during the years of the judges despite their rebellion and idolatry (v7-12 not in lesson text).

· He also requested a prophetic sign (v13-19) and delivered a prophetic warning (v20-25).

Samuel said, “The king you’ve chosen the one you requested” v13;

· Saul was the king they wanted.

· Israel asked for Saul but he only serves as king because the Lord has placed him over them and confirmed him (10:20-21).

· The king was also subject to the stipulations and requirements of the covenant.

· All leaders must remember that they serve at the pleasure of Almighty God.

Samuel summarized the blessings and curses of the covenant in verses 14-15;

· If Israel and the new king fear…worship and obey the Lord;

· And if they don’t rebel;

· Then Israel and the king will continue to follow after the Lord.

· But if they disobey the Lord and rebel against His command;

· Then the Lord’s hand will be against them just as it was against their ancestors.

· The people of Israel were to be held accountable as well as the new king.

In order to show that God meant business;

· Samuel commanded them to present themselves and see this great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes v16;

· - Samuel called upon God to bring thunder and rain upon the earth as a divine sign of His power.

· As a result, all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel v18.

God showed His power and got the people’s attention by sending a thunderstorm;

· What methods does God use today to get our attention?

· Think back over your life and remember the times His power was displayed in your life.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Conclusion:  God Is in Control) 1Samuel 12:20-25.  Listen to what Samuel promised the Israelites as these verses are read.

The people recognized that requesting a king was the same as rejecting the Lord;
· They were afraid that God would kill them as punishment for their rebellion.

· Samuel told them not to be afraid v20.

· They were not to turn away from following the Lord.

· He challenged them to worship the Lord with all their hearts.

In verse 21 Samuel reminded them again not to turn away from the Lord;

· He warned them not to turn away to follow worthless (vain KJV) things.

· Trusting in a human king was something that could not profit or deliver them.

· Saul was physically impressive but spiritually blind.

· Saul failed to follow the Lord.

God would not abandon His people v22;

· The Lord is jealous for His own reputation, because of His great name.

· He would not forsake them because He had determined to make them His own people.

Is failing to pray for others a sin?

· Samuel’s words seem to indicate that it is.

· His actions illustrate two of God’s people’s responsibilities;

· They should pray consistently for others (Ephesians 6:18).

· They should teach others the right way to God (2Timothy 2:2).

· Samuel disagreed with the Israelites’ demand for a king;
· But he assured them that he would continue to pray for them and teach them.

· We may disagree with others, but we shouldn’t stop praying for them.

In verse 24 in his farewell speech Samuel reminded the people to take time to consider what great things God had done for them;

· Taking time for reflection allows us to focus our attention upon God’s goodness and strengthens our faith.

· Sometimes we are so progress-and future-oriented that we fail to take time to recall all that God has already done.

· Remember what God has done for you so that you may move ahead with gratitude.

When we, like the Israelites, experience the consequences of poor choices;

· The Lord does not abandon us.

· We must continue to trust in the Lord, fear Him, and worship Him.

· Leaders need to recognize that Samuel did not abandon Israel.

· Just like Samuel, we need leaders who will realize the importance of praying for their followers.

Spiritual Middle Age

People who have just entered the decade of their forties like to comfort themselves (and annoy younger people) with the boast that “life begins at forty.”  However, they often fail to complete the sentence:  “Life begins (to become more troublesome) at forty.”  Forgetfulness, aches and pains where there used to be none, concerns for aged parents (not to mention “grown-up” but not yet mature children), wrinkles, thinning hair, and expanding waistlines all seem to be part of life that “begins at forty.”

Now to the aid of such individuals comes a “middle-aged baby book” to help middle-agers remember all those bits of information that no longer come readily to mind:  birth dates, anniversaries, waist size (as if they wanted to think about that!), Social Security number, E-mail address, and other facts and figures.

Israel seems to have been suffering from that middle-age scourge of forgetfulness.  Things the people should have remembered seem to have been beyond their ability to recall when they most needed to do so.  Among those items were God’s dealings with Israel.  He had been their king and provider from the time of Moses through the many years since he had brought them to the promised land.  They forgot what God had done; they followed other gods; now they wanted another king.

Let us pray that we might be less forgetful of God’s goodness than Israel was!

Prayer:

Thank you Lord for Your love to us when we make poor choices.

Please give us the strength to follow You every day.
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