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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  I (Still) Do
1st Week: “In the Presence of God” about God creating man and woman and establishing the marriage relationship.
2nd Week: “I Take You” about understanding that God’s intention for marriage is a lifetime commitment and realizing our need for the security such a commitment fosters. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson presents the Christian ideal for the husband-wife relationship.
How this lesson can impact your life: Strengthen your marriage relationship by fulfilling your God-given responsibilities to each other.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Understanding Submission”; A firm grasp on the church’s submitting to Christ can help a wife to follow the pattern and affirm her husband’s leadership role in their home.
2. “Understanding Love”; The example of Christ’s sacrificial love for the church guides a husband as he expresses love in a way that demonstrates how much he cares for his wife.
3. “Understanding Respect and Honor”; The responsibility to understand, respect, love, and honor can never be discounted by a Christian couple as they grow in their marriage relationship.
Many couples today enter marriage with an unrealistic perspective;

· After a short time, one or both can become disillusioned because they feel their needs are not being met.

· We can only experience a healthy/strong marriage when we fulfill our God-given responsibilities to one another.

Building blocks to a strong marriage;

· Submission-love-respect-honor.

In today’s lesson we will look at the Bible-based responsibilities of husbands and wives;

· So that a couple can work together to live them out in their relationship.

· Taking a look at these responsibilities will give Christian couples some needed resources for strengthening their marriages.
Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Understanding Submission) Ephesians 5: 21-24.  Listen to the Biblical view of submission as these verses are read.

The mention of the word “submission” in a conversation about marriage usually;

· Generates a variety of reactions.

· Most of them turn out to be negative.

· When we study the meaning of the word in its proper context;

· We come away with a different perspective on what submission means in all Christian relationships, especially in marriage.

Paul introduced this important responsibility in marriage;

· By teaching the Ephesian Christians to express their devotion to the Lord by “submitting to one another” v21.

· Submission to one another didn’t mean that believers would deny themselves the privilege of seeing themselves as equals with other believers.

· By voluntarily deferring to others in the church;

· Christians showed how much they valued their spiritual kindred and showed their willingness to put others first.

Believers submitting themselves to one another made a difference in their spiritual maturity;

· It demonstrated that the church took seriously the example of submission set by Christ.

· He gave up what would have seemed to be in His own best interest;

· And gave Himself to what would be in the best interest of the people who devoted themselves to Him (5:2).
Notice one factor that figured into Paul’s instruction about submission;

· Christians don’t submit to each other because they are forced.

· Believers submit to one another voluntarily.

· Paul wanted believers to see themselves and other Christians as equals.

· Christians do not force one another into submission.

If we misunderstand this important factor;

· We can miss the reward of practicing submission in marriage.

· Soldiers have no choice but to submit to the authority and leadership of their commanders.

· They give up their freedom to choose when they become soldiers.

· By contrast, a Christian husband doesn’t force his wife to submit to him.

· She chooses submission in keeping with her devotion to her husband, the Lord, and her understanding of His Word.

Submission;

· Paul applied the concept of voluntary submission to the marriage relationship, using the relationship of Christ and His church as the model for submission and servant leadership in the marriage relationship.

As Paul applied the principle of submission to marriage;

· He had a voluntary choice in mind.

· Wives weren’t forced to think that they had no other choice but to be their husband’s property.

· They saw themselves as their husband’s “partners” who shared “equally” in the life God had given them as married couples.

Paul’s instruction gives us insight into a husband’s leadership role in the home;

· The authority as the head of the home rests on the husband.

· This carries with it the responsibility for leading his family.

· The Lord holds him accountable for providing the leadership necessary to meet the physical and spiritual needs of his wife, their marriage, their children, and their home.

Like the church submits to Christ’s authority and leadership;

· Wives are instructed to “submit to their husbands” v24.

· Paul added that wives should submit “in everything.”

· When they received Christ, they opened every aspect of their lives to Him.

· That’s the way Paul wanted wives to relate to their husbands.

When we understand Paul’s instruction about submission in marriage;

· We can see how it can make a positive difference in a Christian home.

· A wife who willingly affirms her husband’s authority for leading their family;
· Will consistently encourage and pray for him as he carries the heavy weight of responsibility for his family.

· As a result, the partnership in marriage shared equally by both husband and wife will grow over the years.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Understanding Love) Ephesians 5:25-30.

Listen to how a husband should love his wife as these verses are read.

After instructing wives, Paul turned his attention to husbands;

· Directing them to “love their wives” v25.

· Paul wanted husbands to understand that loving their wives involved much more than simply expressing affection, intimacy, or romance.

· It involved making every sacrifice necessary out of the husband’s concern for what was in his wife’s best interest.

Paul’s instruction provides two valuable insights into the relationship shared by a husband and wife;

· 1st A wife submits to her husband by affirming his leadership role in their home.

· A husband shows his love for his wife by curbing his own interests in favor of what’s best for her.

· A husband has no reason to perceive his leadership role in the home as a crown.

· Rather, it’s a commitment to his wife that’s based on his willingness to sacrifice everything for her.

· 2nd A husband should ask himself if his wife is more like Christ because she married him.

· As he guides his wife in living out God’s design in their marriage;

· Both of them should grow in their relationship with the Lord and with each other.

· They find themselves maturing in their eagerness to please Him with their lives and their marriage.

Paul continued to teach husbands how to love their wives;

· He brought up a man’s love for his own body to show the priority that a husband should give to his wife.

· Like a husband’s own body, his wife had to be his top priority.

· He would always give priority attention to meeting the needs of his wife;

· So she could grow healthy and strong physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

A husband should do whatever is necessary to show his wife that he cherishes her;

· As his relationship with his wife matures;

· He comes to understand what she needs so she can be assured that he cherishes her about everything else in his life.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Understanding Respect and Honor) Ephesians 5:31-33; 1 Peter 3:7.  Listen to why a man leaves his father and mother as these verses are read.

Paul gave Christian couples two well-defined directives;
· 1st A husband is directed “to love his wife” v33.

· Loving her means devoting himself to her by meeting her needs so she can grow spiritually toward holiness.

· It also means caring for her as his highest priority before the Lord.

· A spiritually-sensitive husband will strive to learn how he can show his wife that he loves her unselfishly and sacrificially.

· He will be persistent about asking God to teach him.

· 2nd A wife is instructed to respect her husband v32.

· She needs to demonstrate her respect for her husband as the leader of the family.

· A believing wife will give prayerful attention to learning what God wants her to do so she can help her husband to know that she respects him.

· She doesn’t wait until her husband does something to deserve her respect.

· Instead, she respects him because of his leadership role in their family.

Peter also gave instruction to Christians about growing in their marriage relationships through respect and honor;

· He wrote to wives about how they should nurture a submissive relationship with their husbands (1 Peter 3: 1-6).

· Peter encouraged Christian husbands so they would honor their wives v7.

· He wanted them to learn how they could show respect for their wives as their partners in marriage.

According to Peter, husbands need to keep in mind that their wives have a weaker nature (vessel KJV) v7;

· Peter’s statement may leave some believers with the impression that women suffer from a form of emotional or spiritual weakness.

· The only impression to be drawn from Peter’s assertion has to do with physical strength.

· The difference in physical strength serves to remind believers that men and women are different.
Peter instructed husbands about their need to show honor to their wives;

· Their wives are not second-class kingdom citizens.

· They deserve to be respected for the fact that Christ died for them as well as men.

· Women have an equal share in God’s grace.

· As co-heirs with their husbands, they should be treated with honor.

Now we understand why God’s ideal for marriage relationships needs to be affirmed by Christians;

· When a couple focuses attention on personal fulfillment and selfish behavior;

· Disrespect and dishonor can creep in to erode the relationship.

· A marriage relationship that reflects submission, love, honor, and respect;

· Can be the source of lifelong fulfillment for a Christian couple.

His Most Important Titles

The man had already enjoyed an outstanding career of public service when he was elected a United States Congressman.  After serving there, he was made head of the Central Intelligence Agency.  When the United States reopened diplomatic relations with China, he was appointed Chief Liaison Officer in China.  Then he was made chairman of the Republican National Committee.  After that he was elected vice president of the United States.  And last, but certainly not least, he was elected President of the United States.  When his distinguished public life had ended, George Bush claimed that he still held his three most important titles:  husband, father, and grandfather.

What an example this is for us all.  It is noble to carry the title of husband.  No one should ever take it lightly.  It is equally noble to have the title of wife.  To be a father or a mother is one of the greatest privileges one can ever enjoy.  And every grandparent knows that to be a grandfather or a grandmother is such a wonderful blessing that it fully deserves the description of grand.

In an age and in a society that takes such wonders as these so very lightly, it is refreshing to hear a former President of the United States express his personal satisfaction in the titles of husband, father, and grandfather.  Whatever our other achievements in life, the roles we fulfill in our families are of true and eternal significance.

Prayer;

Lord, may all the husband and wives in our church fulfill their responsibilities to each other.
Help us cultivate a Christian marriage that is a testimony to the world.
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