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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Hope
1st Week: “Making Your Case”; the importance of defending our faith and beliefs in Christ.  Defending our faith does not mean defensiveness but sharing with love and gentleness.
What this lesson is about: This lesson presents a case for the existence of God by showing the different ways He has made Himself known to us.
How this lesson can impact your life: Affirm your own belief in God by acknowledging the ways He has revealed Himself.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Nature Points to God”; The design and beauty of nature reveal God.
2. “The Word Reveals God”; The Bible is an accurate witness to God’s acts and His revelation.
3. “My Spirit Craves God”; God is the Creator of all people and has placed in them a craving to know and connect with Him.
Every day when we leave our homes we witness the splendor of God’s creation;

· The beauty in the trees and flowers especially during the seasons.

· The beauty in the clouds, the wind, and the weather.

· The sun and its warmth.

· God’s creation of birds, animals, insects, and all living things.

· At night, the beautiful stars, the moon, the universe.

· We marvel at the size of just our universe, knowing there are others we have never seen or discovered.

Making a case for God’s existence is the first task in apologetics;

· In this week’s lesson, we will learn about 4 pieces of evidence for God’s existence.
Before we begin, we need to note two important matters;

· 1st In our secular society, we will find many people who do not describe themselves as atheist but agnostic (a person who holds the view that any ultimate reality (as God) is unknown and probably unknowable).

· 2nd Do not assume that all doubters are angry and insulting of Christians.  We need to “make our case” with gentleness and respect as we learned last week.
In Psalm 14: 1 we are told;

· The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Nature Points to God) Psalm 19: 1-6.
Listen to how nature describes God as these verses are being read.

Theologians distinguish two basic kinds of God’s revelation;

· “General” and “Special.”
· “General” revelation is the revelation of God through His created universe.

· “Special” revelation is given specifically to people.

Psalm 19 contains both types;

· “General” is in verses 1-6 and “Special” is in verses 7-14, which focuses on the written law.

· People of faith see evidences of God when we look above us at the heavens;

· Around us at the good earth God made for us.

· About us at people of faith and love.

· And within us as the Spirit of God stirs the strings of our hearts.

The Psalm does not tell us what David saw;

· But what he saw declared “the glory of God” to him v1.

· It showed that such things were the result of God’s handiwork.

· This message is an on-going one “day unto day” and “night unto night” v2.

David provides us with a poetic hymn of praise to God as Creator;

· In the background of his thought is the creation account of Genesis 1-2.

· Psalm 19 is what is called a nature psalm.

· “The sun” is personified in verses 4b-6.

· It is pictured coming out of its dwelling like “a bridegroom” and a hero or “strong man” then makes its way across the sky v5.
The purpose of these verses is certainly not to encourage the worship of the sun;

· But to show God’s continuing control of His creation.

· The verses present a symbolic description of sunrise, the sun’s cycle across the sky, and the sunset.

· It is a symbolic description that retains the biblical view that God created all things;

· And that He makes the sun to do what science says it does.

People look at the same natural phenomena but draw difference conclusions;

· Two people look at a beautiful sunset.

· One sees in it the hand of God.

· The other sees it in only natural terms.

· We see evidences of God as we look above us, around us, about us, and within us.

· God reveals Himself to all people through His created universe.

· Christians need to be able to explain their faith in God by pointing to the evidence for Him found in nature.

In Psalm 19, God’s Word shows us;

· That God reveals Himself through nature (v1-6) as we learn about His power and our finiteness.
· That God reveals Himself through Scripture (v7-11) as we learn about His holiness and our sinfulness.
· That God reveals Himself through daily experiences (v-12-14) as we learn about His gracious forgiveness and our salvation.
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (The Word Reveals God) Hebrews 1:1-2.

Listen to the different ways God speaks to us as these verses are read.

God used many approaches to send His messages to people in Old Testament times;
· He spoke to Isaiah in visions (Isaiah 6).

· To Jacob in a dream (Gen. 28:10-22).

· And to Abraham and Moses personally (Gen. 18; Exodus 31:18).

A favorite charge of unbelievers is that God has left humanity to face the perils of life without speaking to show them the way;

· Verses 1-2 refute that claim.

· God may not have spoken in times and ways that some people want and expect.

· But notice that the text says that God “spake in time past” v1.

· And that He “hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.”

· God has been far from silent.

These are key verses in God’s special revelations;

· They affirm special revelations in the Old Testament and in the New.

· “The fathers” are the generations of those to whom the Lord spoke in those times.

· “The prophets” are more than the ones who wrote the books called by the name of the prophet.

· The Old Testament is the testimony of the inspired prophets.
The same God who spoke in Old Testament times spoke to the believers of the first century;

· The author of Hebrews referred to his group as “us” v2.

· The fact that the same God spoke provides the reason for the unity that makes the 66 individual books of the Bible into one book.

· Differences exist between the two Testaments, but each represents genuine divine revelation.

· The old revelation was at different times and in different ways (sundry times and in divers manners KJV).

· These, however, prepared the way for God to reveal Himself in His Son.

What does the Bible mean when it refers to Jesus as God’s Son?

· The author of Hebrews was not using the term to mean that the Father created the Son.

· But in the way sons were perceived in Jewish society.

· Sons were like their fathers.

· They looked alike and often followed the same trade.

· If you met a Jewish man, in a sense you met his father.

· This is what Jesus meant when He said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father (John 14:9).

John referred to Jesus as the eternal Word who became flesh in Jesus Christ (John 1:1, 14);

· He is the clearest Word God ever spoke.

· In the Book of Hebrews two special ways God revealed Himself are identified.

· The written Word and the living Word.

· That is, in the Bible and in Jesus Christ.

· When we look at this amazing Book and contemplate the gracious Lord;
· We feel almost ashamed to be asking about the existence of the God who reveals Himself powerfully in the Bible and in Jesus.

How well does the Bible stand up to the many questions skeptics ask about it?

· It has weathered many stormy times and outlasted those who have tried to destroy it.

· All of us at times have questions about the Bible.

· Answering these is one purpose of Bible study with a group of fellow believers.

· Do you remember “sword drills” as you were growing up in the church?

How has Jesus stood up under the attacks of skeptics?

· He is still Lord and Master.

· Believers still take their stand on Him and find in Him a firm foundation for their faith.

· God has not left us alone.

· He has shown Himself real in His written Word and in His living Word (His Son).

The Bible is strong evidence for the God who speaks to us through it;

· Anyone who reads the Bible as it was intended to be read finds a strong awareness of the hand of God in its pages.

· People’s lives are transformed by the Word of God.

· People who immerse themselves in its teachings live life as God intended.

Jesus the living Word literally divided history in two;

· He also steps across the path of people as He stepped across the path of Saul’s life on the road to Damascus.

· Skeptics demand proof for the things we believe.

· What stronger proof of God’s existence is there other than in His written Word and in His living Word;

· And the power He has to transform lives through them!

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (My Spirit Craves God) Acts 17: 22-29.

Listen to what Paul told the men of Athens as these verses are being read.
Paul was well prepared to speak to this group;

· He came from Tarsus, an educational center.

· He had the training and knowledge to present his beliefs clearly and persuasively.

· Paul was a rabbi, taught by the finest scholar of his day.

It is not enough to teach or preach with conviction;

· Like Paul, we must be prepared.

· The more we know about the Bible, what it means, and how to apply it to our lives;

· The more convincing our words will be.

· This does not mean that we should avoid presenting the gospel until we feel adequately prepared.

· We should work with what we know, but always want to know more in order to reach more people and answer their questions and arguments more effectively.

Paul’s address to this crowd is a good example of how to communicate the gospel;

· He began by building “a case” for the one true God, using examples they understood (v22-23).

· Then he established common ground by emphasizing what they agreed on about God (v24-29).

· Finally he moved his message to the person of Christ, centering on the resurrection (v30-31 not in our lesson text).

· When you witness to others, you can use Paul’s approach:

· Use examples.

· Establish common ground.

· Then move people toward a decision about Christ.

The Athenians had built an idol to the unknown god;

· They feared missing blessings or receiving punishment.
· Paul mentioned their unknown god as a talking point to them for his witness to the one true God that was real and known.

Paul explained the one true God to these educated men of Athens;

· Although these men were in general very religious.

· They did not know God.

Today we have a “Christian” society around us;

· But to most people God is still unknown.

· We need to proclaim who He is and make it clear what He did for all mankind through His Son Jesus Christ.

· We cannot assume that even religious people around us truly know Jesus or understand the importance of faith in Him.

God is known in His creation;

· And He is close to every one of us.

· But He is not trapped in His creation.

· He is transcendent (beyond comprehension), God is the Creator, not the creation.

· God is sovereign and in control, while at the same time He is close and personal.

· We all need to let the Creator of the universe rule our lives.

We have found 4 reasons for coming to God in faith in the verses we studied in today’s lesson;

· 1.  Is to see honestly the revelation in the created universe.  The hand of the Creator can be seen in the heavens and in many things on earth.  This is the evidence that we see in nature.
· 2.  Evidences are seen in the written Word of God.

· 3.  Evidences are seen in the living Word of God (Jesus Christ).

· 4.  We all have a cry from deep within our hearts.  This restlessness will continue until we rest in Him because there is a God-shaped emptiness in the hearts of everyone.

Search and Rescue
Who can forget the heart-wrenching images in the aftermath of the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City in 1995?  The scenes of grieving family members, dead children, and horrific destructions linger in our minds.
Among the scenes that few of us will ever forget are those involving the incredible rescue operations conducted by emergency personnel.  For many days they kept reentering the fragile, collapsing structure at the risk of their own lives.  Weren’t they afraid it might collapse on them?  Of course.  Weren’t they afraid there might be additional explosives that could yet be detonated?  Of course.  But the larger fear that they had for the ones still trapped overcame their fears for themselves.

We may have many fears about sharing our faith with our friends, family, and co-workers.  Perhaps we’re afraid that someone will be more intelligent than we are.  Maybe we’ll lose the respect of others.  Maybe we’ve fumbled some attempts in the past.
What can keep us motivated to share with others in the face of these fears?  A greater fear-the fear that if we don’t keep sharing, others will spend eternity without Jesus Christ and thus without hope.

Prayer:

Lord, make of us faithful witnesses to unbelievers.

Make us bold in conversation that affirms our belief that You exist and You will give us confidence in explaining ways You have revealed Yourself to us.
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