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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Keys to Success
Our study this month in 2 Samuel is about the successes and failures of David’s reign as king.
· David was not a perfect leader, but he was a successful leader.

· By examining key events in the life of David we can learn that some key elements of success include:  reverence, purpose, kindness, confession, and courage.

This month’s lessons are important because the world has a shallow understanding of success;

· Hollywood’s definition is rooted in beauty and fame.

· Washington’s definition is rooted in power.

· The average American defines it in terms of material possessions.

· It’s important that we look at how God determines success.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about respecting God’s holiness
How this lesson can impact your life: Respond to God’s holiness with reverence and obedience.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Honor God in God’s Way”; Sincerity in worship must be matched with obedience to the Word of God.  Doing God’s will in God’s way is the goal for a Christian.
2. “Respect What is Holy”; Passion for various forms of worship should not overshadow passion for the God we worship.  An erosion of respect for God leads to carelessness in the way we live.
3. “Worship with Enthusiastic Reverence”; Obeying the Word of God give greater passion to worship.  
Our lesson topic today is “Respect God’s Holiness.”

· Unfortunately our world today has even a greater disrespect for God.

· They no longer fear God.

· They don’t treat the things of God with respect and reverence.

· Most TV programs/movies show a vulgarity and blatant disrespect for God.

· Artists create artwork with a lack of respect to God (Cross in bowl on urine).
God’s Word reveals that we must approach God with a reverence that is demonstrated by obeying His commands;

· In Psalm 29 David wrote that we should “give the Lord the glory due His name.

· To worship the Lord in the splendor of his Holiness v2.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Honor God in God’s Way) 2Samuel 6:1-5.  Listen to what David placed the ark on to move it as these verses are read.

After Saul’s death and a period of considerable civil unrest;

· David became the king, reigning 40 years.

· In Hebron he reigned over Judah 7 years and 6 months.

· In Jerusalem he reigned 33 years over all Israel and Judah (5:5).

David captured the Jebusite city of Jerusalem and made it his capital.

· The city of David 5:7.

· David’s power increased.

· He had a palace built for himself.

· And God continued to be with him 5:9-12.

Chapter 6 begins with David’s determination to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem;

· This rectangular box of wood covered with gold was built according to God’s instructions to Moses at Sinai.

· Inside were 3 reminders of God’s presence among the people of Israel.

· The tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments

· Aaron’s rod.

· A bowl of manna

In an elaborate move to bring the ark to Jerusalem;

· David took 30,000 of the best men Israel had to offer.

· His plan was to place the ark in a central position in Jerusalem to show his desire for God to be at the center of the nation’s life.

David’s motive was pure, but his method was wrong;

· Without showing proper regard for the sacred container.

· David allowed the men to move the ark by placing it on a cart.

· The same method the Philistines had used to transport the ark (1Sam.6:7).

· This violated the law’s requirement that the sacred ark by carried by the sons of Kohath.

· David and those with him joined the procession, celebrating and worshipping the Lord.

David and the other worshipers were sincere in wanting to honor God;

· But their failure to follow God’s instructions regarding the ark dishonored God.

· Even when our motives are sincere;

· And our worship is enthusiastic;

· We dishonor God and show irreverence if we are living in disobedience of His Word.

· We honor God when we make Him the focal point of our lives.

· And when we approach His holy presence with clean hands and a pure heart. (Psalm 24:4).

Take a moment to consider whether or not your efforts to honor God are being short-circuited by any disobedience in your life;

· If so, confess your sin, accept His forgiveness, and honor Him today with a pure heart.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Respect What is Holy) 2Samuel 6:6-11.
Listen to why David was displeased while these verses are read.

The oxen pulling the cart with the ark stumbled;
· Uzzah grabbed the ark to keep it from falling.

· God struck him dead on the spot for his irreverence v7.

· The joyous celebration turned into a sobering demonstration of the power and holiness of God.

· Uzzah thought he was doing the right thing.

· Yet touching the ark violated God’s law that holy objects were not to be touched on penalty of death (Num. 4:15).

· Uzzah’s punishment could have been avoided if the ark had been handled according to God’s instructions.

· God had given these instructions to develop respect for His holiness and to warn those who might violate it.

Perhaps because the ark had been kept at Abinadob’s house;

· The family had become complacent about the law and its handling.

· This is a danger for those of us who consistently participate in religious matters over many years.

· We may allow ourselves to take too much for granted and fail to fully appreciate God’s holiness.

· We must remember that God does not take lightly insensitivity to His holiness.

David reacted with anger because of Uzzah’s death;

· However he, and no doubt all who were present developed a greater fear of the Lord that day.

· David even wondered whether he would ever be able to take the ark to Jerusalem.

· He was not willing to move the ark into the city so he had it taken to the home of Obededom (oh bed EE duhm).

· It remained there for three months and the Lord blessed Obededom and his family v11.

· Obviously the family was very careful about how they handled the sacred ark.

· God honored their reverence.

Our culture has suffered from an erosion of respect for the holiness of God;

· Those who do not have a relationship with God live as if He is impotent to bring judgment to their lives.

· They also fail to recognize that he has provided a single way for people to draw near to Him-through Jesus Christ.

Christians who have lost a sense of the wonder of God;

· Go through the motions of worship.

· Sometimes even passionately, without giving heed to the clear teachings of God’s Word.

· Many think that surely God is a nice God who would never do anything to make them uncomfortable, even when they clearly disregard Him or His Word.

· Our society needs a new respect for the holiness of God.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Worship with Enthusiastic Reverence) 2Samuel 6:12-15, 17.  Listen to where David moved the ark as these verses are read.

When King David heard about the blessings God had brought upon Obededom’s family;

· He decided it was now the right time to bring the ark to Jerusalem.

· This time he showed proper reverence by transporting the ark according to God’s instructions (1Chron. 15:2-15).

· The exuberant king led the processional by dancing with all his might before the Lord v14.

A multitude of Israelites joined the king in this reverent procession;

· David had a special tent set up for the ark in Jerusalem.

· When they placed the ark in the tent David offered burnt offerings and fellowship offerings in the Lord’s presence v17.

This positive conclusion to David’s bringing the ark to reside in Jerusalem teaches us;

· That to worship God joyfully and enthusiastically is one appropriate response to His infinite holiness and His steadfast mercy.

· Such worship is effective only as it is coupled with obedience to God.

· Obeying God is the highest form of worship.

· We truly honor God by doing what He says in the way He desires.

True worship begins by;

· Recognizing God’s holiness.

· Obeying His Word and His will.

· Such worship is possible because Holy God has sent His Holy Spirit to instruct, inspire, and assist us in the name of His Holy Son, Jesus.

One key to success is to respect God’s holiness;

· The most basic presupposition of the Scriptures.

· God alone is absolutely holy.

· God’s holiness involves His absolute superiority above all others.

· And the absolute purity of His being.

· We find our highest good in relating to Him through faith in Jesus.

· And reverently doing His will in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer:

Holy God, forgive us of our sins and help us show honor and respect to You.
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