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1st lesson this month on the topic:  I (Still) Do
Our lesson theme this month is “I Still Do.”

· We will be using selected Old and New Testament passages to explore the biblical perspective of marriage and society’s effort to redefine marriage.

· In our world today we find that marriage has been weakened by our society.

· We find that marriages in the church are as troubled as marriages outside the church.

· Believers need to understand and uphold God’s standards for marriage.  
We have 5 lessons this month;

· May 2nd “In the Presence of God”; about God’s creating man and woman and establishing the marriage relationship.

· May 9th “I Take You”; about the understanding that God’s intention for marriage is a lifetime commitment and realizing our need for the security such a commitment holds for us.

· May 16th “To Love and to Cherish”; this lesson presents the Christian ideal for the husband-wife relationship.

· May 23rd “I Pledge You My Faithfulness”; about God’s requirement of marital faithfulness.

· May 30th “From This Day Forward”; about ways husbands and wives can build a foundation for a growing marital relationship.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about God’s creating man and woman and establishing the marriage relationship.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand and commit to God’s design of marriage as a sacred relationship between one man and one woman.
Cute joke about marriage relationships:

An elderly man and his wife went into the grocery store and the wife was arrested for stealing a can of peaches.

In court, she has the meanest judge in the county.

The judge told her that he had found out that there were 6 peaches in the can she had stolen.

He told her that he was going to give her a day in jail for each of the 6 peaches.

As he was bring down the gavel to complete his sentence, her husband stood up quickly and told the judge that he also needed to know that his wife has also stolen a large can of peas.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Male and Female”; Our conviction about the sacredness of marriage must include an affirmation that God created men and women in His image so we can experience His blessing in marriage and family relationships.
2. “Something’s Missing in Paradise”; Because God designed men and women to be together, we should agree with Him that what’s missing in our lives when we are alone can be found in appropriate Christian relationships.
3. “While He Was Sleeping”; Because we trust God with our lives, we must live in complete confidence that He will work out His plan for us concerning relationships like marriage in a way that’s best for us.
How would you describe the state of the institution of marriage in our country today?

· Our next 5 lessons will explore the biblical perspective of marriage and how our society today is trying to redefine it.
· Our goal is to better understand God’s standards for marriage and to recommit to upholding them.

· Strong marriages have a significantly positive impact on our churches, families, and society.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Male and Female) Genesis 1: 26-28a.

Listen to whose image God created man as these verses are read.
God showed the value He placed on human beings by saying;

· That He would create them “in” His “image” v26

· That He would create them in His spiritual “likeness.”

· He created them so they would mirror His distinctive character traits.

God created human beings in His image so they would be distinctive in another way;

· He intended for the people he created to “rule” all of the other living creatures.

· Just like God had cared for the world, he wanted human beings to care for the other creatures He had placed in it.

An important implication can be drawn from God’s creation of males and females;

· He created both a man and a woman.

· All human beings, both male and female, are equally valuable and significant.

· God’s people should share this same view for people of both genders because God created each of them in His image and likeness.

Once God created the man and woman, He “blessed them”;

· Previously He had blessed the other living creatures, encouraging them to multiply so they would fill the earth (1:22).

· Later, He would bless the seventh day, making it holy and distinct from the other days of the week (2:3).

· By blessing the man and the woman, God implied that He looked with special favor on them.

The blessing God gave to the man and woman involved them being together and having children;

· He wanted them to “multiply” v28

· The only way for them to fill the earth was to bring children into the world.

· Throughout the Scriptures, God continues to affirm the sacredness of the relationship between husbands and wives, as well as parents and children.

People without God tend to ignore the sacred significance that God gives to marriage and family;

· The changing attitudes about marriage reflect a shift away from honoring God and living according to His ways.

· Some people see marriage as obsolete.

· For others, marriage doesn’t necessarily have to be restricted to a man and a woman.

But according to God’s instructions implied in this portion of the passage;

· He intends for a man to marry a woman.

· That’s the only marriage He intends to bless.

· He made no exceptions.

· In His design for marriage, a man marries a woman, then the two of them have children.

Thankfully, the Scriptures show us that God’s richest blessing comes by way of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ;

· Christian couples who don’t have children and those individuals who never marry are families just the same.

· And God’s blessing rests on them and their homes too.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Something’s Missing in Paradise) Genesis 2: 7, 15-20.  Listen to who named all the animals as these verses are read.

God’s high regard for human life is reflected in Genesis 2 by the intimate way in which He involved Himself in the creation of the first man;
· God took “the dust from the ground” and made a man out of it v7.

· He “breathed the breath of life into” the man he had created.

· He didn’t breathe life into the other creatures in order to bring them to life.

· For them, He had only given the command to come alive.

After carefully and lovingly creating the man and breathing life into him;

· God “placed him” in “the garden of Eden” v15.

· There, he could enjoy complete fulfillment.

· In the garden he had the potential for a healthy relationship with God.

· He could also devote himself to the kind of work that would only add to his sense of contentment.

In the garden, the man enjoyed the liberty of choosing from the plentiful bounty God created;

· But a serious responsibility came with the freedom he enjoyed.

· God gave the man the responsibility for choosing what would help him;
· And to avoid what would hurt him.

· He gave him the liberty to make moral choices and live with the consequences of those choices.

Because God knew what would be best;

· He decided to bring a companion to the man.

· God didn’t want him “to be alone” because He knew that a life of isolation wouldn’t be good for him.

Today, people have not changed in this regard;

· We still need the company of others.

· God doesn’t intend for us to live in isolation.

· He created us for companionship.

· We flourish emotionally and spiritually when we nurture relationships with other people.

So far, the helper God had in mind for the man had not been found;

· The helper he needed would have to be someone “like him” v20.

· The Garden of Eden didn’t meet that important need even though being there gave him a sense of fulfillment.

· The other animals also fell short of providing him the companionship he needed.

· Only the companionship of another human being would deliver him from being alone in the world.

As this account demonstrates;

· God knows our needs before we become aware of them ourselves.

· He knows that we need others in our lives.

· God designed marriage and family relationships through which this need can be met as husbands, wives, parents, and children.

God also has not called every Christian to be married;

· Some believers find themselves alone as a result of divorce or the death of a spouse.

· Single and single-again Christians should not consider themselves excluded from the fulfillment that comes in relationships.

· Spiritual relationships can be established and nurtured that can be fulfilling for everyone involved in them.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (While He Was Sleeping) Genesis 2: 21-22.  Listen to how God made the woman as these verses are read.

The time spent naming the animals confirmed one vital fact for the man;

· His relationship with the animals did not remove his isolation in the world.

· The man couldn’t find an appropriate companion for himself among the animals.

· He had named them, and he ruled over them, but he was still alone.

God stepped in to meet his need for companionship by creating the woman;

· He put the man to sleep.

· God removed a rib from the man to use in creating the woman.

· He took one of the man’s ribs because He wanted her to be his companion.

Creating the woman from something He had taken from the man;

· Gives a clue about the relationship God had in mind for them.

· By creating the man out of dust, God showed the personal relationship He would have with him.

· The creation of the woman from the man demonstrated the intimate relationship the two people would have with each other.

· Their relationship would have the potential for giving each of them the fulfillment God intended for them when he created them.

After God created the woman;

· He presented her to the man v22.

· God brought the woman to the man as a gift to be treasured.

· The man would no longer be alone.

· God had provided him with a companion like him.

The story of the creation of the woman reminds us;

· That God works at a pace that’s always best for us.

· He works in His own way and in His own time to meet our need for companionship.

God also works at His own pace to guide us as we grow in our marriage;
· Through the seasons of marriage we can count on God to be working in us.

· Carefully guiding us along the way.

· We can trust that His plans and His timing is always just right.

In God’s eyes, marriage has always been a sacred relationship;

· He gave special attention to the creation of the man and the woman.

· He placed them together.

· He blessed their relationship.

· God revealed that He intends for marriage to be treated as something sacred.

God designed marriage for one man and one woman;

· No matter how attitudes toward marriage may change;

· Our attitude should remain anchored in God’s sacred design.

· Such an anchor will enable us to live out God’s intention for marriage in our lives no matter what others may say about it.

What the Bible says about marriage;
· Marriage is God’s idea (Genesis 2: 18-24).

· Commitment is essential to a successful marriage (Genesis 24: 58-60).

· Romance is important (Song of Songs 4: 9-10).

· Marriage holds times of great joy (Jeremiah 33: 10-11).

· Marriage creates the best environment for raising children (Malachi 2: 14-15).

· Unfaithfulness breaks the bond of trust, the foundation of all relationships (Matthew 5:32).

· Marriage is permanent (Matthew 19:6).

· Ideally, only death should dissolve marriage (Romans 7: 2-3).

· Marriage is based on the principled practice of love, not on feelings (Ephesians 5: 21-33).

· Marriage is a living symbol of Christ and the church (Ephesians 5: 23, 32

· Marriage is good and honorable (Hebrews 13:4).

Proof Of The Designer’s Skill
In the summer of 1908 at the Brooklands racetrack near London, England, three Cadillacs were disassembled into their more than six thousand separate parts.  Royal Automobile Club officials intermixed the parts, then selected eighty-nine of those pieces and locked them away so they could not be used.  The replacements were taken from standard spare parts stock.

The cars were then reassembled from this jumble of pieces, so that the “new” vehicles were a combination of parts from the three original cars.  Mechanics were not allowed to change or manipulate any of the pieces to make them fit together in their new environments.  Following this reassembly, each car was driven five hundred miles on the racetrack.  All three cars passed the test, proving that precision mass production had become a reality.

The creation narrative of today’s text tells us that after God had made one “model” of a human being, He took a part of it and created another whole new being.  Although this new person was slightly different from the original, she was similar enough to him that she and the man from whom she had been made would each portray the image of God.  Upon seeing his new companion Adam could exclaim, “At last, here is someone like me!”  These two specimens of the Creator’s skill were so perfectly matched that the human race still thrives thousands of years and “million of miles” later!

Prayer:

Lord we thank you for the institution of marriage.

Allow us to continue to tell everyone what You tell us in Your Word about marriage.

Thank you for all You created.
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