August 8, 2010                              Focus on God’s Purposes                                      #168                                                                                                                            
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Keys to Success
1st Week: “Respect God’s Holiness” We need to respond to God’s holiness with reverence and obedience.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about choosing to align our lives with God’s purposes.
How this lesson can impact your life: Keep your life focused on God’s purposes, not on selfish interests.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Good Intentions”; Good intentions are not enough to please the Lord.  Seeking the Lord’s will is crucial when trying to determine what we should do.
2. “God’s Intentions”; When others come to us for advice, we should take time to seek God before we answer.  When determining God’s will, we should focus on completing the assignments He has already given us.
3. “Humble Submission”; Our approach to God should be humble and grateful for all He has done for us.  We should be humbled by the ways God works to build His kingdom in us and through us.
Adults yearn for a sense of meaning and purpose for their lives;

· The culture offers a full menu of possible areas for meaning;

· In work, in wealth, in family, in pleasure, in helping others, etc.

· Some find a sense of meaning in one way or another.

· Many never find any lasting satisfaction that their lives are counting for anything that endures.

People of faith believe that God has purposes in which He calls people to participate;

· Our lives need to plug into the larger purposes of God by finding the part each of us should play in them.

Born in 1837, Dwight came from a poor family and received only a 5th grade education;

· At age 17, his uncle reluctantly gave Dwight a job in his shoe store, but Dwight had to promise to attend church in order to stay out of trouble.

· As a result of his church attendance, and the witness of his SS teacher, Dwight became a Christian at age 18.

· He moved to Chicago the following year and refocused his life and got involved in the ministry, conducted a SS for needy children, and reached many people for Christ.
· Dwight realized that he had been asking the Lord to bless his plans.

· Now he sought God’s purpose and followed the call to preach to the world.

· By the end of his life in 1899, God has used Dwight to fuel revival in the UK and Ireland, and help bring thousands to Christ in America.

· We know him today as the famous evangelist Dwight L. Moody.

Today, adults continue to long for a sense of direction and purpose;

· We need to recognize and focus on God’s agenda for our lives.

· When we, in humble submission, turn our intentions over to God and follow His intentions for us, we will be successful.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Good Intentions) 2Samuel 7: 1-7.

Listen to what God told Nathan as these verses are being read.

At this time in David’s life;

· His nation was relatively peaceful because “the Lord had given him rest…from all his enemies” v1.

· He thought about how blessed he was to live in his grand house v2.

But David was troubled by the knowledge that the Ark of the Covenant rested in a tent;

· He told Nathan (his friend/counselor/prophet of God) his desire to build for God a house or temple.

· Without asking God for guidance, Nathan thought it was a good idea.

· He encouraged David to “go and do all that is on your heart, for the Lord is with you” v3.

Most of us would probably commend David for having such ideas about God and desiring to honor Him;

· However, the Lord had a message for Nathan that night.

· He informed Nathan that he was mistaken.

· He was to go back to David and remind him that God had chosen to move “around with the tabernacle tent” since the time He “brought the Israelites out of Egypt” v6.

· He had never asked anyone to build Him a cedar house.

· God had taken David from shepherding sheep to ruling God’s people.

· Though David had an important role to fulfill in God’s plan;

· God was ultimately in charge, not David.

David’s desire to build a temple for God was a noble idea;

· But it was contrary to God’s plan.

· David would have to change his plans.

· This reminds us that even good intentions can lead to wrong actions or assumptions.

· Although our plans may seem to be good ideas with pure motives;

· They may not correspond with God’s plans.

Though David’s motive was commendable;

· The passage gives no indication that he sought God’s will before he made his plans.

· Rather than making our plans and then asking God to bless them;

· We should seek God’s will first and then make our plans accordingly.

From Nathan’s perspective and involvement in this episode;

· We also learn that we should consult God when others approach us for advice.

· We may feel flattered that someone thinks enough of us to ask our opinion;

· And proceed to give our opinion without prayerfully considering God’s thoughts on the matter.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (God’s Intentions) 2Samuel 7: 11b-16.

Listen to God’s promises about David’s descendants as these verses are read.

The Lord revealed through Nathan to David that He would bless David;
· And give him a great name and a peaceful reign (v8-11a not in text).

· However, it was not His will for David to build a house (temple) for God.

· Instead, the Lord would bless David and give him a house (dynasty) that would last forever.

· After David’s death, God would place Solomon, one of David’s sons, in power.

· And Solomon would build a house for God’s name, and God would establish the throne of his kingdom forever v13.

Verses 14-15 emphasize the loving father/son relationship God would establish with Solomon;

· Disciplining him when he disobeyed;

· But also faithfully loving him.

· David must have been reassured and blessed to know that the son who would follow him would never experience the absence of God as Saul did.

The sovereign Lord climaxed His message for David with these words;

· “Your house and kingdom will endure, and your throne will be established forever v16.

We learn from David’s experience that we must carefully evaluate our decisions;

· And commit ourselves to seek God’s perspective.

· When we learn God’s will through prayer;

· Study of his Word, and the Holy Spirit’s inner directions in light of our unique situations;

· We can focus on completing whatever assignments God gives us.

“God’s intentions” are much better than our “good intentions”;

· Because sometimes we fall woefully short with good intentions.

· David’s dream to build a house for God, as noble and sincere as it was;

· Paled in comparison to God’s desire to build a house for David that would last forever.

· If God had only granted David’s intentions, the establishment of an eternal kingdom would not have been a reality.
Think of some of the ways people you know have benefited by redirecting their lives after God revealed that His plans for them were different than they first thought;

· Perhaps plans than you made years ago have not worked out as you hoped.

· Ask the Lord to help you understand His will for your life at this time and to keep your faithful to do His will.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Humble Submission) 2Samuel 7:18-21.

Listen to what David said to the Lord as these verses are being read.

David’s closing prayer in verses 18-29 is one of the;
· Longest prayers made by David in the Bible, excluding the Psalms he wrote.

· The closing prayer had two parts:  

· Gratitude v17-24.

· Petitions v25-29.

Nathan had brought bad news and good news to David;

· He gave the bad news first.

· He would not be allowed to construct the temple to God that he had dreamed about.

· But the good news far outweighed the bad;

· God promised to build a house for David.

· He was not referring to a “home.”

· David already had one of those.

· God was speaking of David’s dynasty, through succeeding generations of his descendants.

Verses 18-29 show how David prayed after hearing from the Lord;

· His responses illustrate why he was called a man after God’s own heart.

· He prayed out of the overflow from his own heart.

· He didn’t focus on the things he didn’t receive;

· But on God’s goodness toward him.

David had accomplished many things, beginning with Goliath’s fate;

· He was king over all of Israel.

· He could have been proud, taking credit for his accomplishments.

· But David gave credit to the Lord.

· He humbled himself before the Lord and humbly expressed awe and wonder at such treatment.

In verses 20 and 21 David called himself a servant of God;

· He continued his thanksgiving to God.

· “For the sake of Your Word and according to Your will, You have done this great thing and made it known to Your servant” v21.

· The Lord had revealed Himself to David when He promised to build him a house.

Verses 22-23 (not in our text) concludes the thanksgiving part of the prayer;

· In verse 25 David called on God to do what He promised.

· He prayed that God’s name would be magnified forever v26.

· He affirmed his faith that God would fulfill His promises concerning David’s house v27-29.

Today’s lesson is based on two biblical assumptions;

· That our God is a God with purposes.

· He didn’t create the universe as a whim.

· He acted with purpose.

· Faith in the God of purpose enables believers to live with purpose;

· Meaninglessness plagues many people in our day.

· They find little direction in their lives.

· Their hopes fade, and their disappointments make them miserable.

We need to seek to align our purposes with the purposes of the God of purposes;

· Don’t make plans without seeking God’s will.

· Don’t give advice without praying about the situation and the people involved.

· Express your gratitude in prayer and in obedient living.

· Listen to God’s Word through the Scriptures and through the voices of people who speak God’s Word.

To The Glory of God

St. Paul’s Cathedral in London is one of the great church buildings of the world.  Its architect was Sir Christopher Wren (1632-1723).  Wren was trained in anatomy and astronomy and was teaching at Oxford when his architectural career began.

At age 31 he was requested to draw the plans for a chapel in Cambridge.  So impressive was his work that more soon followed.  After the Great London Fire on 1666, Wren proposed a visionary master plan for rebuilding the city.  The plan included the dome of St. Paul’s cathedral, which ended up being Wren’s most famous work.  Over the next half-century he designed more than 50 church buildings in London.  He has come to be regarded as Great Britain’s greatest architect.

God promised David that his son (whom we know to be Solomon) would build a house for God.  And what a house it was!  It is said to have been the most magnificent building of ancient times.  It reflected the glory of God and the greatness of the kingdom over which Solomon reigned.  But that now-gone structure of stone and wood does not compare with God’s greatest building project:  the church.  What part are you playing in its construction?

Prayer:

Lord, help us live in the center of Your purposes.
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