August 29, 2010                         Face Crises with Courage                                        #171                                                                                                                            
5th lesson this month on the topic:  Keys to Success
1st Week: “Respect God’s Holiness” We need to respond to God’s holiness with reverence and obedience.
2nd Week:  “Focus on God’s Purposes” Choosing to align our lives with God’s purposes.  We need to keep our lives focused on God’s purposes, not on our selfish interests.
3rd Week:  “Demonstrate Kindness” God expects us to seek opportunities to show kindness to others and to follow through on those opportunities by practicing kindness.
4th Week:  “Deal With Personal Sin” God holds us accountable for our sins and how we need to deal with our personal sins and failures.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about managing devastating circumstances in our lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Successfully navigate through crisis situations in your life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Continue to Trust God”; We must continue to trust God in difficult times rather than blaming Him for our circumstances.
2. “Don’t Isolate Yourself from Others”; We must allow others to help us when we go through crises in life.  God often works through others to bring us through crisis.
3. “Fulfill Your Responsibilities”; Personal loss does not excuse us to neglect our responsibilities.  We can often better cope with tragedy when we return to the normal duties of life.
Crisis (definition);

· An unstable or crucial time or state of affairs in which a decisive change is impending.

· A situation that has reached a critical stage.

All of us go through “crisis” situations in our lives…especially as older adults;

· Health issues.

· Family turmoil.

· Problems at work.

· Adjustments to retirement.

· Economic difficulties.

Today’s lesson is about facing crises with courage;

· All people will at some point in their lives face crises.

· Whether they are dealing with some of the above mentioned issues, or some other difficult situation.

· Looking at the way David faced a devastating crisis in his life;

· Will help us deal with our own crises.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Continue to Trust God) 2Samuel 15:13-14, 24-26.  Listen to what the messenger reported to David as these verses are read.

True to the prophet Nathan’s prediction (12:10-14 not in today’s text);

· The rest of David’s life was filled with a variety of crises.

· One of the greatest related to his son Absalom.

· After years of separation from his father, Absalom conspired to steal the kingdom from David.

· He was able to convince many of the Israelite leaders to claim him as their new king (15:10 not in text).

When David received word of Absalom’s rebellion;

· He chose not to remain in Jerusalem.

· He feared Absalom and his army would destroy the people and the city.

Taking most of his servants and his entire household;

· David fled along with hundreds of others.

· They wept as they headed east for the nearby desert.

Two leading priests, Zadok (ZAY dahk) and Abiathar (uh BIGH uh thahr), along with “all the Levites,” went along;

· Carrying the Ark of the Covenant of God in the proper manner v24.
· Remember back to our lesson on Aug. 1st where David brought the Ark to Jerusalem to represent God’s presence.

· Now David ordered Zadok to take the sacred Ark back into the city.

Knowing that mere possession of the Ark did not guarantee God’s favor;

· David humbly submitted himself to God’s sovereign will.

· He declared, “If I find favor in the Lord’s eyes, He will bring me back and allow me to see both it and its dwelling place v25.

As a further admission of his surrender to God’s will;

· He added that if for some reason God did not “delight in him;”

· “Here I am-He can do with me whatever pleases him” v26.

David’s response to this crisis;

· Encourages us to continue to trust God no matter what happens.

· Instead of blaming Him for our circumstances.

· We all hope we never have to face rebellious attitudes and actions from a loved one in our families.

· If we do, rather than wrongly blaming God;

· We can trust Him to give us courage and wisdom to deal with the issue.

· Or any other crisis we face; in a way that will honor Him and bless us.

Being motivated by his trust in God, his love for his errant son, and his desire not to see the city destroyed;

· David felt it was best to leave.

· Fleeing a threatening situation may be a wise move.

· And it does not necessarily reflect a lack of faith.

· Standing up to fight takes courage.

· But backing down for the sake of others also takes courage.

· Such courageous submissions to God’s will are a model for all of God’s people.

The bottom line in facing a crisis with courage is “faith;”

· If we truly believe God is sovereign.

· And that He knows, cares, and will do what is best in every situation.

· We will give up the right to solve problems “our” way and allow God to show us “His” way.

Think for a moment of the crisis you have in your life today;

· Pray to God your desire to know and do His will.
· Ask for His help.

· Submit it all to Him and in the name of Jesus.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Don’t Isolate Yourself from Others) 2Samuel 15:30-37.  Listen to who remained loyal to David and who betrayed him as these verses are read.

In times of crisis, we must not isolate ourselves from people who are willing to help us;
· We should be open to receive help.

· David was not alone as he fled the wrath of his rebellious son.

· Many people joined him, including:

· Family-friends-and loyal followers

· He needed and accepted help from others.

· They joined him in humble, repentant mourning;

· As seen in his walking barefoot with his head covered as he climbed the Mount of Olives.

Someone informed David that Ahithophel (uh HITH oh fel);

· One of his former personal counselors had joined Absalom’s revolt.

· David prayed, “Lord…please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness v31.

· David also wisely enlisted Hushai (HYOO shigh), his faithful friend v37.

· David asked him to return to Jerusalem and volunteer to serve as a counselor to Absalom, to counteract Ahithophel’s counsel to Absalom v34.

Hushai did as David asked;

· His counsel to Absalom countered Ahithophel’s.

· This diverted an immediate attack and provided time for David to establish new headquarters at Mahaniam (16:15-17:24 not in text).
· Ahithophel committed suicide because his advice was rejected.

· Removing him as a further threat against David, and fully answering David’s prayer.

David was assisted by a number of people;

· Including Barzillai (we studied Barzillai back in one of our lessons in May last year).

· David was able to regroup, organize his troops, and win the battle that involved Absalom being killed (17:25-18:33 not in text).

Jesus said, “Men ought always to pray, and not faint” (Luke 18:1 KJV);

· As we seek God’s help, we should also plan wise actions.

· And seek the help of trustworthy people.

· God often works in our lives through others.

· We usually find that it helps to be around others when tragedy strikes.

Think for a moment of the times you, our class, and our church have been there for people facing crises.

When you face a crisis, to whom do your turn?

Think of 4 or 5 people you can always count on in a time of trouble or crisis;

· Write down their names in your Bible and be sure to pray for them every day.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Fulfill Your Responsibilities) 2Samuel 19:7-8a.  Listen to what Joab told David to do as these verses are read.

When he learned of Absalom’s death;

· David was overcome with grief (18:33 not in our text).

· The troops were distressed and felt humiliated after fleeing in battle (19:3 not in text).

Joab, David’s top general, confronted him saying;

· You have shamed all your soldiers who had saved his life and his kingdom v5

· It seemed to Joab that David loved his enemies and hated those who loved him and saved him.

· He urged David to “get up and go out and encourage your soldiers” v7.

· He warned David that if he did not, his army would desert him.

The crisis in David’s life had suddenly shifted;

· From the danger of losing the kingdom to his rebellious son;

· To losing it over his inability to overcome his personal grief.

· God gave David sense enough to heed Joab’s advice.

· He “got up and sat on the gate” so the people could see him and come into “the king’s presence v8.

· He went back to doing daily tasks in his life.

Despite his personal sense of loss;

· David realized God had given him victory and restored his kingdom.

· He continued to fulfill his duties as king.

· The people’s confidence was restored.

From this crisis in David’s life;

· We are impressed with the sovereign leadership of God in the lives of those who love Him and seek His will.

· He will give us the needed wisdom, strength, guidance, and help from others to overcome all crises.

We also learn that personal loss;

· Should not be used as an excuse for neglecting our responsibilities to God and others.

· When tragedy disrupts our lives one way to cope with it is to return to the normality of caring for daily tasks at the appropriate time.

· That strengthens our resolve to get beyond our present difficulties.

Prayer:

Lord help us to respond to crisis in ways consistent with Your Word, plan, and comfort.
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