August 15, 2010                              Demonstrate Kindness                                        #169                                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Keys to Success
1st Week: “Respect God’s Holiness” We need to respond to God’s holiness with reverence and obedience.
2nd Week:  “Focus on God’s Purposes” Choosing to align our lives with God’s purposes.  We need to keep our lives focused on God’s purposes, not on our selfish interests.
What this lesson is about: God expects His people to seek opportunities to show kindness to others and to follow through on those opportunities by practicing kindness.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be motivated to demonstrate godly kindness.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Determine to Show Kindness”; Kindness is a choice we make based on the kindness God has shown us.  People do not have to earn kindness before we display it to them.
2. “Seek Opportunities to Show Kindness”; Sometimes we must seek out opportunities to show kindness because they are not obvious to us.  Showing kindness to those who cannot repay us models God’s grace in our own lives.
3. “Practice Kindness”; Demonstrating kindness to others is a selfless act.
Take a moment and think about acts of kindness you have seen around you;
· Ernie Mills and the Durham Rescue Mission.

· Baptist Men and their mission to help others in times of need.

· Raleigh Police Department and their kind act to the 8 yr. old boy with cancer.

· Various churches with outreach programs that assist with needs of their community.

Kindness is an attribute of God;

· But it is not consistently found in people.

· People often act unkindly.

· They may be self-absorbed, giving no thought to others.

· Sometimes they may act from malice and spite.

· They often dwell on wrongs committed against them or against those they love.

· They want to make offending persons pay for their actions.

· Some are so self-absorbed and busy doing their own things they do not take time to demonstrate kindness.

· The Bible teaches that God’s people will reflect God’s kindness toward all people.

King David in today’s lesson certainly showed a random act of kindness toward Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth (meh FIB oh sheth);
· Most kings would eliminate the households of former kings in order to strengthen their own rule.

· David chose a higher road based on a covenant he had made with Jonathan.

· He searched for and found Jonathan’s only living son.

· A child crippled in both feet from a fall when he was 5 years old.

· David demonstrated kindness toward this heir to Saul’s throne.

· As we study this lesson today, allow the Lord to build a desire within you to demonstrate kindness to others;

· No matter whether they are in a position to return the deed or not.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Determine to Show Kindness) 2Samuel 9: 1-3.  Listen to what was wrong with Jonathan’s son as these verses are read.

After all that David had endured at the hands of Saul;

· It would have been easy for David to search out and destroy the remaining members of the former king’s household.
· Saul had attempted to kill David twice in his own house.

· He caused David to flee to Gath, the home of Goliath.

· He had chased David across the countryside and made life miserable for him.

· Sometimes, people today are like Saul…they try to make life miserable for others.

· David could have sought revenge, but he chose to take the opposite approach.

David decided to keep a promise he had made to Saul’s son Jonathan;

· Jonathan had agreed to investigate whether or not Saul’s intentions were to kill David.

· In return, David made a covenant with Jonathan to be faithful to God and to be kind to his family.

· Jonathan acknowledged that the covenant they made was in the name of the Lord.

· Saul also asked that the future king remember his family and be kind to them.

David asked, “Is there anyone remaining from Saul’s family I can show kindness to because of Jonathan?” v1;

· The highest virtue in Hebrew society was keeping one’s covenant or one’s word to another.

· “Kindness” did not mean merely some good deed done toward another.

· It involved acts of kindness that occurred because a person was in a covenantal relationship with that person.

· Like David, believers need to keep the commitments they make to others.

David did not ask if anyone was qualified or worthy to serve in his house;

· He asked if there was someone from Jonathan’s family to whom he could show kindness.

· He had already determined in his heart to show kindness to the descendants of Jonathan.

· The child could have been good or bad, healthy or lame.

· He had purposed in his heart to show kindness to Jonathan’s household long before he met Jonathan’s son.

We cannot wait to see if people “deserve” our kindness;

· We should show it regardless of whether a person deserves it or not.

· Thankfully, God did not wait to see if we deserved it before He sent His Son to die for us.

Ziba (servant of Saul) revealed that Jonathan did have a son;

· But this son was lame in both feet v3.

· David did not care that the son was crippled because he had already determined to show him kindness.

How would you rate the determination to show kindness by people in our class?...In our church?...In our community?

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Seek Opportunities to Show Kindness) 2Samuel 9: 4-6.  Listen to how Jonathan’s son responded to David as these verses are read.

David’s only question about Mephibosheth was;

· “Where is he?” v4.

· He did not ask how bad the child was lame.

· He didn’t ask whether he was loyal to his (David’s) throne.

· He had determined to show kindness and sought opportunities to put that kindness into action.

People today may want to show kindness to others;

· But until they seek opportunities to put that kindness into action;

· They may only be left with good intentions.

· We have to seek to show kindness to others.

· The opportunities will not walk up to us and wave their hands at us.

David rescued Mephibosheth out of the barren place and had him brought to his palace;

· By his humble reaction to David, it appears that Mephibosheth did not know whether David would show him kindness or take his life.

· He bowed down to the ground to David v6.

How humbling this scene must have been;

· The crippled Mephibosheth laying aside his crutches to bow before the king.

· He proved to David that he was indeed no threat to the king.

Sometimes it is easy to show kindness to those who have shown kindness to us;

· However, showing kindness to those who cannot repay for it is more difficult.

· Like David, we need to search for opportunities to show kindness to others.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Practice Kindness) 2Samuel 9: 7-13.

Listen to what David gave Mephibosheth as these verses are read.

David sensed the fear in Mephibosheth as he humbly approached the king;

· He began his comments by setting the lame one at ease.

· He told him not to be afraid v7.

David intended to reach out to him in kindness because of the covenant that he had made with Jonathan;

· David offered him two acts of kindness;

· He offered to restore all of Saul’s fields v7.
· He offered him the right to eat at his (David’s) table as a member of the king’s family.

· Now he became a rich man with land and a place at the king’s table.

The words must have sounded too good to be true for Mephibosheth;

· He again bowed down and called himself a servant of David v8.

· He could see no reason for David to be so kind to him.

Mephibosheth ate at David’s table just like one of the king’s sons v11;

· Jonathan’s son, David’s rival to the throne, received the royal treatment as David’s own sons received.

· David could have viewed Mephibosheth as the enemy.

· But he chose to view him as a son.

· David did not treat him as a benevolence case.

· He did not meet the needs of the lame man and then distance himself from him.

· He treated him as his own child.

The fact that Mephibosheth had a son (Mica) did not change the way David practiced kindness;

· He continued to allow Saul’s family the right to their land and gave his son access to his table.

· The kindness that David demonstrated was not limited.

· Can you imagine how Mica’s life changed as a result of David’s kindness to Mephibosheth?

· Sometimes kindness to one sets off a chain reaction to others.

God expects His people today to seek opportunities to show kindness to others;

· Following through on those opportunities to be a blessing to others.

· In doing this, we model the grace and kindness that God showed to us when we were crippled by our own fall into sin.

· We model for others that God’s kindness knows no limits.
· That His grace can restore to us what we have lost as a result of our fall.

· Christians who do not act kindly are forgetting how God responded to them.

· Christians who do act kindly lead others a little closer to seeing the heart of God.

Do people that know you today think of you as a kind person?

From the Bottom to the Top

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) is among the most famous of American philanthropists.  His father lost his job when steam-powered looms changed Scotland’s textile industry.  The family moved to America in 1848, where Andrew got his first job, working in a textile mill for $1.20 per week.

From that point his life became the proverbial “rags to riches” story.  His diligence and ability to solve problems soon put him on the road to success.  He took a job with the Pennsylvania Railroad, where his innovative style led to further advancement.  By the time he was 24, he had become the western superintendent of the railroad.  His investments and involvement in the oil, steel, and telegraph industries soon made him rich.

In 1889 Carnegie published his essay “Gospel of Wealth,” which argued the moral obligation of the wealthy to serve as society’s stewards.  He lived up to his credo:  by the time of his death in 1919, he had given away 90 percent of his fortune after having become the wealthiest man in the world.

David’s humble beginning as a shepherd would not have made anyone predict his rise to the height of power.  But godly character and willingness to serve and be kind to others were traits that served him well, both at the bottom and the top of the social hierarchy.  Every society needs people who see their gifts as a trust from God to be used for others.

Prayer:

Lord bless many through the kindness of the members of this class.
Lord help us faithfully represent Your kindness by our actions to others.
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