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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Keys to Success
1st Week: “Respect God’s Holiness” We need to respond to God’s holiness with reverence and obedience.
2nd Week:  “Focus on God’s Purposes” Choosing to align our lives with God’s purposes.  We need to keep our lives focused on God’s purposes, not on our selfish interests.
3rd Week:  “Demonstrate Kindness” God expects us to seek opportunities to show kindness to others and to follow through on those opportunities by practicing kindness. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about God holding us accountable for our sins and how we need to deal with our personal sins and failures.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize God’s willingness to forgive and your need to ask His forgiveness for specific sins in your life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Recognize that Temptation Leads to Sin”; Temptation starts subtly but grows more powerful as we entertain it.  All people are capable of falling deeply into sin when they do not recognize temptation.
2. “Realize that Sin Must be Confronted”; We all need people in our lives who are unafraid to confront us with our sin.  Covering sin, even covering it well, does not absolve us of its consequences.
3. “Rejoice that Sin Can be Forgiven”; Instead of making excuses for sin, we should take responsibility and confess it to God.  Though God willingly forgives confessed sin, we may still face some lingering consequences.
Think for a moment about the sport of fishing;
· Many fishing “lures” are designed specifically to catch different types of fish.

· These “lures” are also designed for different types of fishing conditions.

Satan also has designed many “lures” that he uses to tempt people to sin;

· The temptation that “catches” one person holds no power over another person.

· All are weak somewhere but not to the same temptation.

· Today’s lesson shows David at one of his weak moments.

· Though he sinned, God clearly forgave him when he acknowledged his sin.

· As we sin, we also need to confess in order to promptly restore our fellowship with God.

The Seventh Commandment forbids adultery as a deadly sin that undermines marriage and defies God;

· Long before the Ten Commandments, godly people knew that adultery was a serious sin against God.

The biblical account of David and Bathsheba provides great insight into adultery;

· It’s beginning with temptation.

· The act of adultery itself.

· Attempts to cover it up.

· Failure to acknowledge and confess it.

· Repentance for it.

· Forgiveness of it.

· And the long-range consequences of the sin.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Recognize that Temptation Leads to Sin) 2Samuel 11:2-5, 14-15.  Listen to what tempted David as these verses are read.

David’s reign included several spiritual highs;

· He had moved the Ark of the Covenant back to the center of God’s people.

· He had conceived of a temple and received a promise that God would cause his kingdom to last forever.

· He showed kindness to Mephibosheth (Jonathan’s son)

· David reached new heights spiritually;

· But a setback loomed on the horizon.

From the roof of the palace David saw a very beautiful woman v2;

· This was a private affair; David had a vantage point because his house was on the highest ground, providing him a view.

· We must not believe Bathsheba attempted to attract David’s attention by her bathing.

· The indecent glance led David to fashion a plan to bring the woman to himself.

David ignored several warning signs as he found out that the woman’s name was Bathsheba;

· She was the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah.

· Eliam earned his way as one of David’s most trusted warriors.

· Uriah fought valiantly for David, yet the king committed adultery with his wife.

· Bathsheba’s grandfather (Ahithophel) was one of David’s most trusted advisers.

· By one night of forbidden passion, David would bring pain to three people who had served him well.
Temptation may start with an innocent glance or a simple inquiry, but it does not stop there;

· David sent messengers to get her v3.

· David was naïve to think that nobody would find out about his night of passion.

· David slept with Bathsheba, yielding to the power of temptation.

The Bible does not emphasize Bathsheba’s role in the sin;

· Whether she had a right to refuse the king is not clear.

· This story is about David, not Bathsheba.

· David submitted to the temptation rather than to refuse it.

· Bathsheba did send a message to David that she was pregnant.

· Finally the consequences of his actions began to confront him.

David tried to cover his sin, making it worse;

· He came up with a plan to have Uriah come home from war; to sleep with his wife Bathsheba and think that he was the father of David’s child.

· David was only thinking about himself.

· His plan would have worked except Uriah was loyal as a soldier; he would not sleep with his wife when he returned.

Since the 1st plan failed, David came up with a 2nd plan;

· He wrote Uriah’s death warrant and had him carry it to his commander.

· David murdered one of his better soldiers to cover his own sin.

· David told the commander to put Uriah in the fiercest fight and then withdraw the other men v15.

In a short period of time David had gone from great religious pursuits;

· To committing adultery and murder.

· Temptation can be deceptive.

· Even the most committed Christians are vulnerable to the progression of sin as they yield to temptation.

· If David had stopped anywhere along the way the outcome of the situation would have been different.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Realize that Sin Must Be Confronted) 2Samuel 12: 7a, 10-12.  Listen to what the Lord said he would do to David as these verses are read.

Up to this point, David had hidden his sin and thought he would not have to pay a price for his actions;

· To confront his sin, the Lord sent Nathan the prophet.

· Nathan told David a parable (not in our text).

· He told of two men who had livestock.

· One man was rich and had plenty of sheep and cattle.

· The 2nd man had only one small lamb.

· When a traveler visited the rich man, the rich man killed the poor man’s lamb and served it to his guest.

The story angered David;

· He said the rich man deserved death for taking the poor man’s lamb.

· He also ordered the fictitious rich man to give 4 lambs for the one lamb.

· David had no idea that he was the rich man and Uriah was the poor man.

· David could have had anyone he wanted in the kingdom.

· But Uriah had only Bathsheba.

· David had taken Uriah’s “lamb.”

After David condemned the man in the parable;

· Nathan saw the opening to confront David.

· His words “you are the man” must have created an awkward moment of silence.

· We can only hope that we will have a “Nathan” in our lives who cares enough to speak truthfully to us when we go astray.

In verses 7b-8 (not in our text) the Lord voiced through Nathan many of the blessings that He had given to David;

· He had provided David with a prominent position.

· The Lord had anointed him as king of Israel when he was just a shepherd boy.

· The Lord had also promised protection to him.

· When Saul sought his life, God spared him and kept him safe.

· God had also supplied material possessions to him.

We find in verses 10-12 consequences of David’s sin as God stated them through the prophet (Nathan);

· The sword would never leave his family v10.

· David’s wives would be publically violated v11.

· For David’s secret sin, he would be publicly humiliated v12.

· The child he had with Bathsheba would die (v14 in our next text).

David had acted in secret, but now all Israel would see the result of his sin;

· We cannot cover our sins forever.

· One day, sooner or later, we will realize that we cannot hide our sins.

· David realized it too late to repair the damage he had already done to his family.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Rejoice that Sin Can Be Forgiven) 2Samuel 12: 13-14; Psalm 51: 1-4.  Listen to David’s response to God for his sin as these verses are read.

David was exposed!

· He admitted he had sinned against the Lord v13.

· He was not saying his sin did not affect others.

· But that his sin was primarily a sin against God.

· He had despised God by neglecting His Word and allowing temptation to lead him to harmful actions.

· Sins that hurt others always begin with hurting God.

Nathan made a profound statement from the Lord;

· He proclaimed that God had taken away David’s sin v13.

· David would not die as prescribed in the Mosaic Law.

· He would live instead; a testament to God’s forgiving power that follows confession of sin.

In spite of God’s forgiveness;

· David still paid a price for his sin.

· In addition to the destruction of his family;

· He had to endure the death of his son.

· The guilty David lived while the innocent child died.

Psalm 51 was David’s response to his sin;

· Instead of denying or excusing his sin, David confessed it.

· David asked that God wash away his guilt and cleanse him from his sin v2.

· David desperately needed God’s forgiveness.

· He knew he could not earn it.

· He had to receive God’s forgiveness as it was offered to him.

Many think they must absolve themselves of their sin by working hard or doing better;

· They think they somehow must earn God’s forgiveness rather than simply receiving it by trusting in Christ.

Today we need to understand that;

· Every sin is first and foremost a sin against the Lord.

· Our sins don’t hurt just us but others as well.

· We should consider the consequences of our decisions before we act.

· Repentance and confession restore our fellowship with God.

· Do not make excuses for sin.

· Realize that no sin is beyond God’s grace.

· We must not delay confessing and turning from our sins.

· Remember that though we receive forgiveness, we may still have to live with the temporal consequences of our sin.

Lust and Power

Former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger was once asked how a man of his rather plain appearance could date so many beautiful women.  He replied, “Power is the ultimate attraction.”  Power seems to make many men feel as if they are invulnerable, and in keeping with Kissinger’s observation, many women seem to be drawn to men of power like moths to a flame.  When those two forces come together, sin is frequently the result.

So it was with David.  He reigned as king of Israel during a time when rulers could command absolute obedience from their subjects.  We should not be surprised that he was tempted to use his position of power to satisfy his own lusts.
More important to us is how we conduct ourselves when opportunity and desire coincide.  God still expects us-whether king or commoner-to exercise control over both our position and our passion.

Prayer:

Lord, forgive every sin that has been confessed, cleanse every repentant person.

Help each of us overcome temptation before it becomes a sin.
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